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Dr Somadoda Fikeni is an acknowledged expert and specialist in the areas of political science, public
policy development and analysis, history, political economy and heritage. He is recognised as a
leading public commentator on politics, policy economic, social and heritage issues in major South
African and international media and fora.

Dr Fikeni was twice voted best political analyst in South African media. He is a director of special
projects and advisor to the Vice Chancellor/Principal at UNISA. Dr Fikeni is also a member of the
inaugural South African Council for International Relations and is part of the ministerial task team
appointed to coordinate and craft the South African Policy on Arts, Culture and Heritage. He is
involved in researching and writing books and articles on various heritage, political, economic and
social issues including African children stories. He recently co-founded and convened the Indlulanithi
South Africa Scenarios 2030.

Dr Fikeni has received numerous honours and awards in South Africa and abroad for community
involvement, including an honorary chieftaincy which was bestowed on him in Ghana. He is a
passionate community development activist and has initiated and is a member of numerous
community development and charity organisations to assist the poor and disadvantaged, especially
in the rural communities.

Dr Fikeni holds a BA and BA Honours (University of Transkei), MA (Queens University, Canada) and a
PhD (Michigan State University, USA).



